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We shared with you in a previous newsletter that little 
Adela, who was born with Apert’s syndrome in Sabinas, a small 

Mexican city not far from Laredo, Texas, had her first surgery at our 
new center in Bogotá, Colombia, in September 2019. Everything went 
as planned during the long operation headed by center director Dr. 
Rolando Prada, who was assisted by neurosurgeon Dr. Pablo Baquero 
and WorldCF medical administrator Dr. Diego Steinberg. 

In February, just a few weeks before the coronavirus pandemic 
necessitated that the foundation suspend all travel, Adela and her 

parents traveled to Bogotá again for a second 
surgery. It, too, was very successful and Adela 
and her mom and dad are safely back home in 
Mexico. We recently had a letter from Adela’s 
mother Sairi—the kind of message that repeatedly 
reminds us that this work transforms whole 
families and that it is enormously worth the many 
challenges and the costs. 

“When Adela was born,” Sairi wrote, “there 
were many very dramatic moments, and I did 
not understand why God had chosen this test 
for us. But now I think he gave Adela and her 
medical condition to us for many reasons—to 
unite my family even more, to experience my 
husband’s capacity to love, and also to know the 
grace of God through the foundation. You have 
done all this for my daughter without knowing 
her, without knowing us, and it is very beautiful. 
I wish there was another word bigger than 
THANKS!”

Please donate as generously as you can to help  
us transform the lives of thousands more families  
like Adela’s! 

Adela, after her 
first surgery.

Below: Dr. Rolando 
Prada, third from 
left, Adela’s moth-
er Sairi, holding 
Adela, and the 
surgical team in 
Bogotá follow-
ing her second 
surgery.
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The coronavirus is a real threat 
to all of us at this moment. 

We are indeed at war with this highly 
contagious virus. I’ve included in this 
newsletter a message that I sent to all 
friends of the foundation via email 
recently. I offer my personal help to all 
of you during these complex times—
both medically and emotionally. I’ll call 
many of you by phone, as our staff has 
been doing over the past year, to say 
hello and connect and offer comfort 
and support if I can. If you get a call from 214 
923 6555, it’s just me reaching out, so please 
answer and let’s chat. 

In this Spring 2020 issue of Transforming Lives, 
we revisit a terrific young child from Mexico; 
we profile our new board member Tyler Head, 
who has been with us since the summer of 
2019, and we share a bit of information  
about the WorldCF’s response to the 
COVID-19 crisis. 

The work of our foundation is focused on 
helping children with the most complex 
congenital malformations of the head, 
brain, and face. Corrective surgery requires 
dedicated teams experienced in the 
extraordinary advancements in technical 
skills that are required to produce safe 
outcomes. These abnormalities occur in one in 
five hundred births in the U.S. as well as rest 
of the world, and we continue to offer the best 
care possible to our own children in the U.S. as 
well as our international patients. 

We had a wonderful year in 2019, celebrating 
our thirtieth anniversary and expanding our 
work around the world. But much remains  
to be done if all children in need  
one day will be treated.

from  
Dr. Salyer

Spring Message 

Thank you so much in 
advance for giving as much 
as you possibly can to make 
these children’s dreams 
become realities! Even at this 
time when everyone’s focus is 
weathering the storm. Things 
will return to normal and our 
work will resume. We will 
need your continued help to 
make this work possible. 

Thank you, and may  
God bless you, 

We had a wonderful year in 
2019, celebrating our thirtieth 

anniversary and expanding our 
work around the world. But 

MUCH REMAINS TO BE DONE 
if all children in need one day  

will be treated.
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Tyler Head Joins the  
WorldCF Board of Directors
We are delighted that Tyler Head, a native of Fort Worth, Texas, has 
joined the WorldCF board of directors. Tyler is the president and 
founder of Corbett Capital, an investment company based in Fort 
Worth. He served as an officer and F/A-18 Hornet pilot in the U.S. 
Marine Corps from 1998 through 2009, attaining the rank of major 
before he transitioned to the private sector. He is a founding member 
of Cowtown Angels, an angel-investor group in Fort Worth, and 
serves on the group’s steering council.
Tyler serves on the boards of Elevate Credit, Inc. and Little 
Passports, Inc. He previously served on the board of TECH Fort 
Worth, a business incubator and accelerator. He has a bachelor’s 
degree in political science from the U.S. Naval Academy and an  
MBA from the Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth College.
Tyler’s eldest son, Wilkes, was born in 2005 with craniosynostosis—
the premature fusing of the sutures of the skull that can result in 
dramatically misshapen heads and dangerous pressure on the brain 
and eyes. Dr. Salyer performed a single surgery on little Wilkes  
while he was a young infant and today he and his younger brother 
Michael are successful students at Fort Worth Country Day School.
Tyler and his wife Hannah became regular donors to the foundation 
in honor of Wilkes, and now Tyler’s service on the board continues 

On March 6, the World 
Craniofacial Foundation made 
the decision to cancel all non-
emergency travel worldwide until 
further notice. That pertains 
to patient and family travel as 
well as travel by foundation 
volunteers and staff, yet we 
remain hard at work remotely.
This action has temporarily 
halted our vital work treating 
needy children around the 
world who have severe 
craniofacial abnormalities. 
During this time, our goal is 
to keep our young patients 
safe and medically stable until 
we can get them cared for 
surgically, and also to offer 

them and their families hope 
and emotional support while 
we wait for the danger of the 
COVID-19 pandemic to pass.
We are committed to ensuring 
that our medical and surgical 
teams at centers around the 
world stay healthy, too, and 
that they are ready to return 
to their heroic work when it is 
safe. We know that there will 
be a backlog of cases urgently 
needing our attention when we 
begin to travel again, and our 
resources will be stretched to 
the maximum. It is encouraging 
to us all—especially the 
frightened parents who have 
turned to us for help—to know 

that people like you continue  
to care deeply and send us  
your prayers and financial 
assistance. If you can help now, 
we will be deeply grateful.
We hope this interruption 
will be short-lived and we 
will alert you the moment 
we decide that travel can 
commence again. In the 
meantime, please visit 
the WorldCF Facebook 
page, www.facebook.
com/worldcf, if you have 
questions, want to learn 
more about our response to 
this crisis, or want to safely 
engage with others who 
share your concerns. 

their expression of gratitude for the work 
the foundation does helping needy children 
around the world who have challenges 
like Wilkes once had. “The WorldCF is the 
only foundation in the world dedicated to 
helping children with severe craniofacial 
abnormalities and their families,” Tyler 
told us. “I was honored to be asked to join 
the foundation board, and I’m committed 
to doing what I can help children in need 
everywhere. Hannah and I are grateful 
parents ourselves, and we know how vitally 
important the foundation’s work is.”

Bat-Ochir,  
Mongolia,  

whose first  
surgery in Taiwan 

has been post-
poned because 

of the COVID-19  
pandemic

WorldCF Board Member Tyler Head, with his wife 
Hannah and their two sons, Wilkes (left) and Michael

Bat-Ochir

The WorldCF Suspends All Travel 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic
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Please remember the WorldCF in your estate  
planning and help needy children for  
decades to come!
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Dr. Salyer’s Message  
about the Coronavirus Pandemic
It is my hope that you and every friend of the 
WorldCF will remain healthy and safe in the days 
and weeks ahead. The coronavirus pandemic is a 
major test for all of us, and I encourage you to self-
isolate at home whenever possible. Staying home 
provides a secure environment and helps decrease 
whatever fears you may have. Meditation, music, 
reading, watching television, prayer, and any 
activity that keeps you occupied and happy at 
home are all therapeutic.

If the number of new cases in the USA and around the 
world is going to dramatically decrease, we need to 
blunt this wave of new infection as much as possible. 
Leave home only for groceries, medications, and 
exercise. Try to keep a distance from others of at least 
six feet. Do not participate in any group activities, 
but, if you must, keep the group to ten people or less. 
This is a highly contagious virus.

So-called millennials and Gen-Zers are key groups to 
our overall success. If young people continue to go out 
and party and meet in groups, they risk the lives of the 
twenty percent of the population who are particularly 
vulnerable—and themselves. Without their help and 
everyone’s help, there will be literally tens of thousands 
of deaths from this pandemic. I know that many people 
have difficulty with isolation, but we need to focus 
on the safety of the most vulnerable twenty percent 
of our population who are over sixty years of age—

particularly if, like myself, their immunity is lowered 
by aging or preexisting issues such as heart disease, 
diabetes, emphysema, and a number of other issues. I am 
83-years-old and at very high risk, and I know that many 
of you who have been long-time donors to the WorldCF 
are in this same vulnerable group.

I want to specifically reach out to you and make 
myself available to talk. Please feel free to use me 
as a resource for staying healthy during the virus 
emergency. We can use Skype, FaceTime, or some 
other online means to talk about the virus, or the 
foundation’s work, or ways to make your isolation 
productive, even enjoyable. I’ll be able to share with 
you my fifty years of experience in medicine as a 
scientist, physician, surgeon, and humanitarian in 
any way that is helpful to you.

For legal reasons, I can’t offer diagnoses or plans for 
treatment, but I will be happy to answer questions by 
e-mail or meet online—to offer advice, chat, or share 
information about the foundation. I am here for you. 
You can contact me at kenneth.salyer@worldcf.org,  
and pose questions or suggest a time for us to meet  
“in person” online.

Best of health to you all. I look forward to being in 
touch with anyone who needs some sound advice or a 
shoulder to lean on, and may God bless us all,

KENNETH E. SALYER M.D.

COVID-19
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